
MYC 2009 ςThe Exiles Return ςClass 1



Big Decisions

¾ Baptism?
¾ Teach Sunday School?
¾ Move out of home?
¾ Credit cards?
¾ TV?
¾ University? College?
¾ Work?
¾ Car?
¾ Bible Version?
¾ Single? Married?
¾ Virginity?
¾ Debt?
¾ Kids?
¾ Ecclesia?



Nehemiah ςa decision maker!

¾Go back to Jerusalem? YES!

¾.ǳƛƭŘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ ǿŀƭƭǎΚ ¸9{Η

¾God involved in the work? YES!

¾ Exploiting poor brethren? NO!

¾ Alliances with nations? NO!

¾Marriage with pagans? NO!



Observe Nehemiah:

1. !ǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΥ

·Neh.1:11; 4:4; 6:9

2. Seeing God work in his life:

·Neh.2:8; 2:30; 4:15; 6:15-16

3. Making godly decisions

·Neh.5:7-9; 7:5; 13:23-28



tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
and how to make decisions: 
¾ Limited personal experience takes precedent over 

common sense and spiritual thinking ςΨ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǘƻƛƭŜǘΩ

¾/ƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ΨǇŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜǎ ςlooking 
too much into normal events ςΨ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ п 
ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΩ

¾/ƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ς
Ψ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΩ ϧ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛǎƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀΩ



Does the Bible say much about 
decision making?

¾ 1 Corinthians 13:8 ςI{DΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ceased

¾ 1 Corinthians 13:10 ςΨǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΩ Ґ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ Ŏŀƴƻƴ ƻŦ 
scripture

¾ 2 Timothy 3:16-17 ςmakes us 
ΨthroughlyfursnishedΩ ƻǊ 
ΨŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘΩ





н tŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΥ

1. Directive/Moral Will

· What is found in the Bible ςwhat God wants us 
to do

· 2 Peter 1:2-3

2. Decreed Will (Plan)

· 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ς
specifics only known through prophecy or 
afterwards

· Jeremiah 29:11



Quiz ςDƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ

¾ Psalm 40:8
·Directive will

¾Mark 3:35
·Directive

¾ James 4:15
·Decreed

¾ Ephesians 5:17
·Directive

¾ 1 Cor.4:19
·Decreed 



²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ 
Decreed will beforehand?

1. ²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎ ΨDƻŘΩǎ 
ǿƛƭƭΩ

2. LŦ ƛǘΩǎ DƻŘΩǎ 5ŜŎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
consequences ςnot accountable

3. No reason to find all the facts and come to 
an intelligent answer ςlazy!



¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Directive Will of God 
1. bƻ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 

guidance apart from the scripture (2 Tim.3:16-
17)

2. The Bible covers all areas of life ςALL (2 
Pet.1:2-3)

3. The Scripture helps us to make yes/no choices 
or a limited number of equal choices that are 
ALL acceptable



Steps to Determining the Will of 
God:
1. Gather all the facts and list pros and cons

2. Search out all principles, examples, etc. of 
Scripture that have a bearing on the decision

3. Apply these to the pros and cons and the 
various options

4. May need to seek godly counsel

5. If narrowed down to 2 or more equally good 
choices (based on biblical principles), may 
decide on the basis of preference



Example 1 ςBuying a car


